
“ The City of Houston owes a debt of gratitude to Brian Malarkey 

for his efforts to advance green building in the city and the 

region.” – Bill White, Houston Mayor

Brian Malarkey 
AIA, LEED AP

National AIA Young Architect of the Year Award Submission



Ken L. Ross, FAIA, President, Senior Principal, WHR Architects and AIA Regional 

Director, Texas, 2006-2008, Texas Society of Architects VP, 2003-2004
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After graduating from Texas A&M University, Brian began his career at Kirksey, where he 
practiced as a designer before founding Kirksey EcoServices, a consulting group focused 
on sustainable design. 

Professional Qualifications and Affiliations
Registered Architect, 2000: State of Texas Number 16875; LEED® Accredited Professional, 2002; American Institute 
of Architects; Texas Society of Architects; International Interior Design Association; Rice Design Alliance; Citizen’s 
Environmental Coalition; US Green Building Council

Professional Leadership
�  Co-Founder, Chairman – U.S. Green Building Council Greater Houston Area Chapter, 2001 - 2003; 

Board Member, 2005 – 2007

� President - American Institute of Architects, Houston – 2008; Board Member 2004 -Present

�  Founding Chair – Gulf Coast Green Symposium and Expo, 2005 - 2006; Sponsor Chair – 2008, 2009

�  Member - International Interior Design Association Sustainable Advisory Committee, 2007 – Present

� Member - The Mayor’s Green Building Advisory Committee,  2008 - 2009

�  Steering Committee Chair - The George R. Brown Convention Center Green Roof Steering Committee,  2008 – Present

� Chair - Houston Disaster Action (for hurricane Ike), 2008 - Present

� Juror - AIA Washington D.C. Design Awards, September 2009

� President - Citizen’s Environmental Coalition, 2006 - 2007; Board Member 2005 - present

Awards - Individual
� City of Houston Mayor’s Proud Partner Award, 2008

�  The Greater Houston Partnership Quality of Life Visionary Green Building Award, 2008

� AIA Houston Chapter’s Young Architect of the Year Award, 2004

�  One of Contract Magazine’s Annual Young Designers, 2001

Awards – Projects with Leadership Role
�  Sysco Corporate Headquarters – LEED Gold Certified

� �US Green Building Council (USGBC) Houston Chapter Award: 2008

�  Satterfield and Pontikes Headquarters – LEED Gold Certified (first LEED Core and Shell in Houston)

� �Texas Society of Architects (TSA) Design Award: 2007

� �American Institute of Architects (AIA) Houston Chapter Design Award: 2007

� �USGBC Houston Chapter Award: 2006

� �AIA National Building Information Modeling Award: 2006

�  Horizon Wind Energy Offices – LEED Silver Certified (first LEED Commercial Interiors in Houston)

� �AIA Houston Chapter Design Award: 2007

� �USGBC Houston Chapter Award: 2006

� �American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) Gulf Coast Chapter Award: 2006

� ���International Interior Design Association (IIDA) Texas/Oklahoma Chapter Interior Design
Excellence Award: 2006

Brian Malarkey 
AIA, LEED AP



�  SpawGlass Corporate Offices – LEED Silver Certified (First LEED project in Houston)

� �TSA Design Award: 2005

 �AIA Houston Chapter, Award of Honor, Architecture, 2004

 �AIA Houston Chapter, Award of Honor, Sustainable Design, 2004

� �ASID Gulf Coast Chapter Award: 2004

� �IIDA Texas/Oklahoma Chapter Interior Design Excellence Award: 2003

�  American Heart Association – LEED Certified

� �AIA Houston Chapter Design Award: 2004

�  Society For The Performing Arts

� �AIA Houston Chapter Design Award: 2004

� �ASID Gulf Coast Chapter Award: Society For The Performing Arts, 2003

�  Idea Integration Offices

� �AIA Houston Chapter Design Award: 2002

� �ASID Gulf Coast Chapter Award: 2001

Presentations
�  International Interior Design Association Texas/Oklahoma Chapter 9th Annual Student Conference, Houston, 

February 27th, 2009 – Keynote speaker, “A Green Groundswell”

�  University of Texas Continuing Legal Education Construction Law Conference, Houston, January 30th, 2009 – “Green = Value”

�  Houston Young Lawyers, Houston, November 13th, 2008 – “Green Building in Houston”

�  Texas State University Facilities Conference, San Marcos, May 9th, 2008 – “LEED for Universities”

�  University of Houston, Houston, January 2008 – “Satterfield and Pontikes Building Case Study”

�  Rice University, Houston, November 2007 – “Designing for Sustainability”

�  Green + Design Conference and Expo, Atlanta, October 1, 2007 – “Analyzing Green Materials” 

�  Texas A&M University, College Station, May 10th, 2007 – “Green Building Training for Facilities” 

�  International Facilities Management Association, Houston, May 2007 – “LEED EB”

�  National Facilities Management and Technology Conference and Expo, Baltimore, March 10, 2007 - “Green Building – 
Not Just for New Construction”

�  Council of Educational Facility Planners International, Houston, January 2007 – “Green Schools”

�  Institute of Real Estate Management, Houston, January, 2007 – “Green Building in Houston”

�  Building Owners and Managers Association, Houston, June 2006 – “Green Building – Not Just for New Construction”

�  National Association of Industrial and Office Properties, Houston, January 2006 – “LEED and Green Building”

Feature Articles on Published Architectural Work
�  Texas Architect, Sysco, November 2008

�  Texas Architect, Satterfield and Pontikes, September 2007

�  Architectural Record, Satterfield and Pontikes, April 2007

�  Texas Construction, Satterfield and Pontikes, Cover Story, March 2007

�  Texas Architect, SpawGlass, Cover Story, November 2003

�  Building Design + Construction, SpawGlass Construction, November 2003

�  Texas Architect, Idea Integration, May 2002

�  Contract Magazine, Annual Young Designers Issue, January 2001
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Brian Malarkey has had a profound impact 
on architecture through his sustained 
commitment to the environment in the 
profession, practice, and community.

Profession
Brian’s commitment to the profession is defined by his significant 

leadership positions in multiple professional organizations.

American Institute of Architects (AIA)
Brian was President of the AIA Houston Chapter in 2008 and a 

Director from 2004-2009. His focus on sustainability during his 

presidency increased the chapter’s connection to its members and 

to the community, illustrating that AIA Houston is the credible 

source for green building information and knowledge.

After Hurricane Ike, Brian formed the Houston Disaster Action 

Committee, which convened a volunteer force of architects to 

provide much needed damage assessments for residences and 

small businesses. The program was supported and commended by 

the Governor of Texas and the Mayors from all the affected cities 

and helped 567 homeowners in the area.

Brian is the founding chair of the Gulf Coast Green Symposium 

and Expo. He led efforts to create the regional conference, was 

chair of the event for two years and is currently the sponsor chair 

for this successful, award-winning annual event that has been 

recognized by National AIA and USGBC as a model for regional 

green building conferences.

Brian received AIA Houston’s Young Architect of the Year in 2004 

because of his leadership in the green building movement as well 

as his design skills and professional service activities.

U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
Brian co-founded the Houston Chapter of the U.S. Green Building 

Council, the seventh chapter in the country. Brian’s early 

efforts helped define a USGBC chapter’s role and it’s functions. 

The Houston chapter is currently one of the most successful, 

profitable, and program-intensive chapters in the country.

International Interior Design Association (IIDA)

Brian served on the original Sustainability Task Force for the 

IIDA, a national-level group focused on disseminating green 

building information to IIDA members. While on the committee, 

Brian created a critical education piece, Inside Green Interiors, 

that was shared with all the IIDA chapters around the country.

Practice
Brian’s many green building firsts, design awards, published work,  

speaking engagements, and firm success clearly illustrate his  

leadership as a practitioner.

Awards and Presentations 
Brian has won four individual awards and 23 design awards for buildings  

on which he served a leadership role. Brian has been the featured  

presenter at more than 19 events over the last four years at conferences, 

universities, and professional organization programs.

Published Work 
Brian’s projects have been featured seven times in national and regional 

publications such as Architectural Record, Contract Magazine, Texas 

Architect, and Building Design + Construction Magazine.

LEED 1st’s
Because of his pioneering efforts, Brian has multiple green building firsts, 

both in Houston and in Texas, including the first LEED building, commercial 

interiors, core and shell, and speculative office in Houston, and the first LEED 

for existing buildings in Texas, his firm’s own office.

Kirksey EcoServicesSM

Brian created and leads Kirksey EcoServices, a unique, multi-disciplinary 

consulting group at Kirksey focused on green building research, LEED 

documentation, energy and daylight analysis, and sustainability training.  

The EcoServices group dominates the green building market with over  

22 million square feet of LEED projects. 

Community
Brian’s sustained commitment to green building extends to his community 

with his participation in many civic endeavors.

George R. Brown Convention Center Solar Roof Project
Brian led the steering committee that resulted in a 100 Kilowatt 

installation of solar panels on the City of Houston’s downtown convention 

center, a collaboration between AIA Houston, the City of Houston,  

and The Houston Endowment.

Legislative Efforts 
Brian spearheaded efforts to pass legislation establishing Houston’s Green 

Building Resolution. He has also lobbied on behalf of green building 

legislation in the last two State of Texas sessions and the last three years  

on the Hill in Washington D.C.

Working with the City of Houston and the Mayor’s Office
Brian was asked by the Mayor to participate in the Mayor’s Green Building 

Advisory Council, which created recommendations for the City to adopt on all 

building projects. 

Through the AIA, Brian organized an advisory committee to help the City 

create a Green Building Resource Center and hire its first Director. The facility 

opened in the Spring of 2009, supports the profession and the public, and 

has been an incredible success. 
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�President - AIA Houston, 2008  Brian’s focus on sustainability during his 

presidency increased the chapter’s reach to its members and to the community, 
illustrating that AIA Houston is the credible source for green building information 
and knowledge. Multiple programs illustrate this and are outlined in this submission. 
They include The George R. Brown Solar Roof Project, The City of Houston 
Sustainability Resource Center, the 99K Sustainable Affordable House Competition, 
the Green E-Toolbox Series, and the GreenWorks Houston Exhibit and Magazine. 

Director - AIA Houston, 2004 – 2009

Chair – Houston Disaster Action Committee, 2008 – 2009 After Hurricane Ike, 
Brian formed the Houston Disaster Action Committee which convened a volunteer 
force of architects to provide much needed damage assessments for residences and 
small businesses. The assessments were used by the property owners to provide a 
third-party, unbiased report that owners could use when dealing with contractors and 
insurance companies. The program was supported by the Governor of Texas and the 
Mayors from all the affected cities.

Chair – AIA Houston Committee on the Environment (COTE), 2002 – 2004 Under 
Brian’s leadership, the COTE provided much needed education about green building at 
the very beginning of the movement. It was here where Brian led efforts to create the 
Gulf Coast Green Symposium and Expo.

“Brian’s pioneering efforts on behalf of green building have 

had a national and regional impact.”  – Gail Vittori, Co-Director CMPBS;  

National USGBC Board Member, 2002-present

HOUSTON
DISASTER
A C T I O N

The American Institute of Architects

AIA
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Founding Chair – Gulf Coast Green Symposium and Expo (GCG), 

 Chair, 2005 & 2006 — Sponsor Chair, 2007- Present  Brian led efforts to create GCG, was Chair 
for two years, and is currently Sponsor Chair for this successful, award-winning 
annual event. Winning an AIA Component Excellence Award in 2006, GCG attracts 
600+ attendees per year to an international-quality event recognized by the AIA 
and USGBC as a model for regional green building conferences. 

AIA Houston Young Architect of the Year, 2004

Brian received AIA Houston’s Young Architect of the Year in 2004, because of 
his leadership in the green building movement as well as his design skills and 
professional service activities

GreenWorks Houston Exhibit and Book, 

2008 – Present  Under Brian’s leadership, AIA Houston 
produced an exhibition and book about green projects 
in Houston. The GreenWorks Houston magazine, featured 
the efforts of AIA Houston, USGBC Houston, the City 
of Houston, The Houston Parks Board, Gulf Coast Green 
Symposium and Expo, the 99K House Competition, and 
a catalog of all Houston LEED certified buildings. The 
publication was widely distributed in Houston and at 
Green Build in Boston. The magazine will become a 
yearly publication, with the 2009 version being published in October.

Green E-Toolbox, 2008 During Brian’s Presidency, a monthly E-Newsletter was 
sent to the AIA membership highlighting useful and impactful green tools  
and resources so even a green novice could implement sustainability.  
Themes included efficient lighting, water use reduction, construction waste 
management, and low-VOC materials.

 

Green is everywhere these days,
but how do I get started? It's simple. AIA Houston will

fill your toolbox each month with useful, impactful, and 

do-able green tools and resources so you can  

go green right now.

Construction Waste Management
Construction waste accounts for 53% of all landfill waste. The good
news is that there is a growing market for this waste. Construction
recycling is rapidly becoming common practice as contractors are
finding that there is little to no extra cost, and that off-site sorting
is available. If every architect in Houston specified a waste
management program, we could divert 680,000 tons of waste
from the landfill. That’s the equivalent of 230,000 Ford Expeditions!

Sample Specification
Select this link to get a sample specification written for the 
Greater Houston area 

Case Study with List of Local Vendors / Contractors
Select this link to see a case study using three methods: 
Directly to landfill 
Sort off site 
Single vendor sort on site  

www.aiahouston.org/cote

AIA Committee on the Environment
GREEN e-TOOLBOX

53%

48%

71%

12%

Our decisions have 
IMPACT

The buildings we design 
are responsible for:

waste output

CO2 emissions

energy consumption

potable water use
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Co-Founder and Chair – USGBC Houston Chapter, 2001 – 2003

Director – Houston Chapter, 

2005-2007 Brian Co-founded the first 
USGBC Chapter in Texas and the 7th 
in the nation. Currently there are 70 
Chapters.  Brian’s early efforts helped 
define a chapter’s role and functions. 
The Houston’s chapter is currently one 
of the most successful and profitable  
in the country.

“ In founding the Houston chapter, Brian’s efforts became 
a model for new local chapters around the country and 
helped define him as one of the green building pioneers in 
the Gulf Coast region. – Gail Vittori, Co-Director CMPBS; National USGBC Board 

Member, 2002-present”

Member, 2007-2009 Brian served on the 
inaugural task force, a national group 
focused on disseminating green building 
information to IIDA members. During 
his membership, Brian created a critical 
educational piece shared with all the IIDA 
chapters around the country.

Member, 2006-2007 During his membership Brian co-created the Spring 2007 
Lecture Series, “Design Goes Mainstream,” a four-part lecture series with national-
level speakers focused on the “mainstreaming” of design.

International Interior Design 
Association Sustainable 

Advisory Committee

Rice Design Alliance 
Programming Committee

USGBC  
Greater Houston  

Area Chapter
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Brian created and leads 

the EcoServices team 

at Kirksey. Unique to 

most architecture firms, 

the EcoServices team 

is a multi-disciplinary 

group focused on 

LEED documentation, 

green benchmarking, 

sustainability 

training, energy and 

daylight analysis and 

sustainability research. 

“Brian’s reputation for 

achieving certified green 

buildings is unmatched in 

our region.” – Mike Downs, 

Vice President, Sysco
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EcoServices

Energy Use Intensity of Kirksey Buildings  



Brian has an impressive list of green building firsts in Houston and in the state of Texas. Having 

been intimately involved in both the design and green building consulting of these projects.  

His EcoServices team is working on over 22,000,000 sf of LEED projects.

IN TEXAS – 1st LEED for Existing Buildings – Kirksey Headquarters Building, Houston 

1st LEED for Existing Buildings Gold – First City Tower, Houston

IN HOUSTON – 1st LEED for New Construction – SpawGlass Construction Headquarters, LEED Silver

1st LEED for Core and Shell – Satterfield and Pontikes Construction Headquarters, LEED Gold

1st LEED for Commercial Interiors – Horizon Wind Energy Headquarters, LEED Silver

LEED Firsts

“Brian brings a rare combination of both design and sustainability 

together in a way that has benefitted our company and all of our 

employees.” – Mike Downs, Vice President, Sysco 
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Kirksey LEED Projects 
by Type

Certified & Registered



LEED for Existing Buildings Pioneer

In addition to completing the First LEED EB project in Texas (the Kirksey 

Headquarters) Brian also completed the first EB Gold project in Texas –  

First City Tower – a 1,400,000 sf office tower in downtown Houston. 
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Brian’s EcoServices team is currently working on over 14 million sf of LEED EB projects 

across the nation and in Mexico, including Miami’s performing arts center and one of 

Houston’s oldest buildings. 



Awards U.S. Green Building Council, 
Houston Chapter Award, 2008

Publications Texas Architect, 
November 2008

Project�Sysco Corporate Headquarters

Brian was the lead interior architect and green building consultant for this 650,000 sf Fortune 100 corporate 
headquarters in Houston, Texas.

LEED CERTIFIED - GOLD
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“ Brian brings a rare combination of both 
design and sustainability together in a way 
that has benefitted our company and all of 
our employees.” – Mike Downs, Vice President, Sysco 



Awards Texas Society of Architects Design Award, 2007  

AIA Houston Chapter Design Award, 2007  

U.S. Green Building Council Houston Chapter Award, 2006 

AIA National Building Information Modeling Award, 2006

Publications Featured Article, Texas Architect Magazine, 
September 2007  

Featured Article, Architectural Record, April 2007  

Cover Story, Texas Construction Magazine, March 2007 

Project�Satterfield & Pontikes Corporate Headquarters

Brian was the lead interior architect, participated heavily in the shell design team, and was the green 
building consultant for this 65,000 sf corporate headquarters in Houston, Texas.

1ST LEED FOR CORE & SHELL 
IN HOUSTON - GOLD
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Awards AIA Houston Chapter Design Award, 2007

U.S. Green Building Council Houston Chapter Award, 2006

American Society of Interior Designers Gulf Coast Chapter  
Design  Award, 2006

International Interior Design Association Texas/Oklahoma 
Chapter Design Excellence Award, 2006

Project�Horizon Wind Energy Headquarters

Brian was the lead interior architect and green building consultant for this 13,000 sf wind farm 
manufacturer in Houston, Texas.

1ST LEED FOR COMMERCIAL INTERIORS 
IN HOUSTON -SILVER
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Awards Texas Society of Architects Design Award, 2005

AIA Houston Chapter Design Award, 2005

American Society of Interior Designers Gulf Coast  
Chapter Award, 2004

International Interior Design Association Texas/Oklahoma 
Chapter Design Excellence Award, 2003

Publications Featured Cover & Article, Texas Architect Magazine, 
November 2003 

Featured Article, Building Design + Construction Magazine, 
November/December 2003

Project�SpawGlass Construction Headquarters

Brian was the lead interior architect, participated heavily in the shell design team, and was the green 
building consultant for this 25,000 sf headquarters building for a general contractor in Houston, Texas.

1ST LEED FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION 
IN HOUSTON - SILVER
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Awards AIA Houston Chapter 
Design Award, 2004

Project�American Heart Association Offices

Brian was the lead design architect and green building consultant for this 25,000 sf headquarters building 
for a non-profit in Houston, Texas.
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LEED CERTIFIED
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Mayor’s Green Building Advisory Council

Brian was asked by the Mayor to participate in the Mayor’s Green 
Building Advisory Council, which created recommendations for the 
City to adopt on all building projects.

Green Building Resource Center Advisory Committee  

Through the AIA, Brian organized an advisory committee to help the City create a Green Building Resource Center 
and hire their first Director. The facility opened in the spring of 2009 and has been an incredible success. 

Working With City & Mayor
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“ Brian’s contribution has been invaluable to the advancement of 

green building initiatives in the City of Houston creating tangible 

results that have placed Houston at the center of the green building 

movement in our country.” – Bill White, City of Houston Mayor 



Project�George R. Brown Convention Center Solar Roof Project

Brian led the steering committee that explored options for a “green” roof for Houston’s downtown 
convention center. The effort resulted in a pilot project consisting of two 50 kw installations, one with 
conventional silicone panels, and the other with thin film panels. The two systems are installed and the 
data is being compared. The project includes an educational component that provides real-time data and  
a concrete example of Houston’s commitment to renewable energy.
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City of Houston Green Building Resolution

Brian spearheaded the effort to pass legislation establishing Houston’s Green Building Resolution requiring all 
City of Houston buildings over 10,000 sf to be LEED Silver Certified. He personally met with every city council 
member to educate them about green building issues. The resolution passed unanimously in 2004.

State of Texas

In both the 2007 and 2009 legislative sessions, Brian lobbied on behalf of green building legislation via a 
general presentation to the legislators and multiple presentations at key hearings.

National

For the last three years, Brian has been actively involved with AIA National’s Grassroots Congressional Visits, 
having the opportunity to meet with Federal Representatives to lobby in favor of green building legislation.
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Legislative Efforts



City of Houston Mayor, Bill White
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Gail Vittori, Co-Director, Center for Maximum Potential Building Systems 

and National USGBC Board Member, 2002-present
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D. Michael Downs, Vice President, Real Estate & Construction, 

Sysco Corporation – Fortune 100 Company
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Kathleen English, AIA, Principal, English + Associates Architects, 

USGBC Houston Board Member 2003-present, and AIA Houston President Elect
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John Kirksey, FAIA, President, Kirksey
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